Early somatosensory potentials evoked by median nerve stimulation: intraoperative monitoring.
We identified the sites of origin of the somatosensory evoked potentials to median nerve stimulation by recording directly from the cervical cord in the course of intraoperative monitoring. The N9 potential occurred before any potentials recorded from the cord or dorsal roots. Potentials with latencies corresponding to N11 were recorded at the median nerve root entry zone of the lower cervical cord. High-amplitude potentials were recorded at the level of the foramen magnum, with latencies approximating or following P13, suggesting that this potential is generated at the cervicomedullary junction.